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8,959 Victims Killed in Syria During 2017 
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Damascus Center for Human Rights Studies (DCHRS) 

 
The Damascus Center for Human Rights Studies (DCHRS) is an independent human rights 

NGO that monitors the human rights situation in Syria. In its thematic reports, the DCHRS 

issues a first indication of the casualties that it has managed to document to date. Through 

monitors who operate within Syria, DCHRS gathers information from across the country. 

However, the centerôs access to information from Kurdish-held and ISIS-held territories is 

limited. The DCHRS is also unable to obtain accurate records on the number of Syrian 

regime forces killed in action, because these figures are not published by the regime. 
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Executive Summary: 
 

General Distribution: 

In The year 2017 DCHRS documented 8,959 casualties, including 2,365 children 

and 972 women. 87% of those killed were civilians. The remaining 12% were 

combatants, armed rebels, and soldiers from different fighting factions. Children 

and women respectively made up 14% and 11% of the total number of war casualties 

during the entire year. 

 

Top Two Provinces with the Highest Number of Victims: 

The highest number of casualties in the year 2017 was recorded in Der Ezzor 

province (2,067 persons in total at a ratio of 23% of entire war victims), followed 

by Ar-Raqqa Province (1,892 persons in total at a ratio of 21% of entire war 

victims), most of whom were killed via indiscriminate shelling and airstrikes.  

 

Statistical Analysis of Main Cause of Death Among Casualties: 

The outcome of last yearôs statistical analysis concluded that 2,836 were killed by 

regimeôs shelling and airstrikes at a 32% is ratio of the war. Thus, (indiscriminate 

shelling and airstrikes) was the number one cause of death in Syria during the year 

2017. 

 

Distribution  of Casualties Killed by Regime Strikes, US-led Coalitionôs 

Airstrikes , Russian Strikes, and Turkish Strikes: 

Syrian regime airstrikes killed 2,836 accumulating to 32% of the entire number of 

victims, US led coalition strikes killed 1,826 victims with a ratio of 20% of total 

war victims, Russian airstrikes resulted in the death of 1,054 victims accumulating 

to 12% of the entire casualties, and the Turkish airstrikes resulted in the death of 73 

victims with a ratio of 1% of war victims. 
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 Children 1,238

Women 972

Civilian Men 5,615

Armed Men 1,134
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Table 1: Distribution of Casualties per Province During 2017 

Number of Victims Syrian Province 

2,067 Ar-Raqqa 

1,892 Der Ezzor 

1,500 Damascus and Suburbs 

1,061 Daraa 

727 Idlib 

700 Hama 

576 Aleppo 

401 Homs 

21 Al-Hasakah 

9 Quneitra 

3 As-Suwayda 

2 Lattakia 

0 Tartus 

8,959 Total 
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Table 2: Breakdown by Region and Month for 2017 

 

 

Month / 

Province 
Jan Feb Mar  Apr  May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Ar-

Raqqa 56 70 205 160 245 361 281 267 90 165 73 94 2,067 

Der 
Ezzor 132 45 55 58 126 195 173 138 256 284 324 106 1,892 

Damascu

s and 

Suburbs 
129 90 137 193 120 88 133 70 98 80 242 120 1,500 

Daraa 49 260 98 143 76 188 38 74 33 46 35 21 1,061 

Idlib 56 70 99 190 21 44 46 3 110 32 7 49 727 

Hama 17 156 43 178 56 25 31 33 87 30 37 7 700 

Aleppo 199 118 131 19 37 8 4 3 4 0 52 1 576 

Homs 40 37 34 29 43 35 19 68 33 49 8 6 401 

Al-
Hasakah 11 4 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 

Quneitra 1 0 0 0 1 4 0 3 0 0 0 0 9 

As-

Suwayda 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

Lattakia 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 

Tartus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 690 850 807 972 728 948 725 659 711 686 779 404 8,959 
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Table: Distribution of Casualties per Month During 2017 

 

Month of 2017 Number of Victims 

January 690 

February 850 

March 807 

April  972 

May 728 

June 948 

July 725 

August 659 

September 711 

October 686 

November 779 

December 404 

Total 8,959 
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 Table 4: Breakdown by Region and Month for 2017 

 

  

Month / 

Province 
Shellfire 

U.S.-led 

coalition 
airstrikes 

Bombing

s 

Soldiers 

KIA  

Russian 

airstrikes 

Killed by 

Armed 
Groups 

Crossfire 

Sniper / 
indiscrim

inate 

shooting 

Siege  Torture 
Turkish 

airstrikes 

Extrajudi

cial 
Killings 

Total 

Ar-

Raqqa 190 1,247 416 0 75 91 12 8 22 6 0 0 2,067 

Der 

Ezzor 971 428 143 36 128 128 12 8 17 16 1 4 1,892 

Damascu

s and 
Suburbs 

717 6 34 391 90 37 106 62 39 18 0 0 1,500 

Daraa 260 3 197 462 38 38 20 17 0 26 0 0 1,061 

Idlib 230 12 134 11 291 17 24 0 3 3 0 2 727 

Hama 151 14 36 166 199 92 6 26 0 5 0 5 700 

Aleppo 139 19 144 7 193 1 0 0 0 1 72 0 576 

Homs 178 93 26 43 39 3 1 7 2 7 0 2 401 

Al-

Hasakah 0 4 10 4 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 21 

Quneitra 0 0 5 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 

As-
Suwayda 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

Lattakia 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Tartus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 2,836 1,826 1,148 1,125 1,054 409 182 128 83 82 73 13 8,959 
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Table 5: Distribution of Casualties per Reason of Death During 2017 

Reason/Cause of Death Number of Victims 

Shellfire 2,836 

U.S.-led coalition airstrikes 1,826 

Bombings 1,148 

Soldiers KIA 1,125 

Russian airstrikes 1,054 

Victims Killed by Armed Groups 409 

Killed in crossfire 182 

Sniper fire / indiscriminate shooting 128 

Starvation due to siege 83 

Killed by Torture 82 

Turkish airstrikes 73 

Extrajudicial Killings 13 

Total 8,959 
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Shellfire 32 %

U.S. -Led 

Airstrikes 20 %

Bombings 13 %

Soldiers KIA 13 %

Russian 

Airstrikes 

12 %

By Armed Groups 

5%

Crossfire 1%

Sniper / 

Indiscriminate 

Shooting 1%

Siege 

1%

Torture 1%

Turkish 

airstrikes 1%

Extrajudicial 

Killings 1%

RATIO OF VICTIMS KILLED VS REASON OF DEATH DURING 2017

Shellfire 32% U.S.-Led Airstrikes 20%

Bombings 13% Soldiers KIA 13%

Russian Airstrikes 12% By Armed Groups 5%

Crossfire 1% Sniper / Indiscriminate Shooting 1%

Siege 1% Torture 1%

Turkish airstrikes 1% Extrajudicial Killings 1%
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